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ompnancs no. 113

AN ORDINANCE amending ordinance 931 relating to and

regulating sewage disposal systems, providing for

Sewage Disposal System Designers and Sewage Disposal

System Installers, requiring permits. defining offenses,

providing pznalties and providing for a Board of Reviaw

and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCII OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. Certain words and phrases in this
ordinance, unless otherwise clearly indicated by their context, shall
mean as follows:

APPROVED. Approved in writing by the Director of Public
Health.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH: The Director of the Seattle
King County Dspartment of Public Health or his authorized represen=
tative,.

SANITARY DRAINAGE SYSTEM. The piping which conveys sewage
from plumbing fixtures to a public sewer or private sewage disposal
system.

SEWAGE. Any liquid or liquid-borne waste from the ordinary

1iving processes. or liquid or liquid-borne waste which contains

Jlanimal or vegetable matter in suspension or solution, or liguid or

liquid-borne waste which may conﬁain chemical in solﬁtion, and which
may be lawfully discharged‘into a public sanitary sewer.

SEWAGE DISPOSAi SYSTEM. Sanitary drainage systemé, septic
tanks, leaching pits,’éﬁrface ané'subfsurface lgachiné filtgr beds,
and appurtenances; or epher appfoved'facilities.for the disposal of
seswage by m=ans other tﬁan_thioqgh_a»public sewer.

REPAIR, The replacement,baddition, or alteration of a
septic tank, diétribution box, tight line, or other appurtenances
to an existing individual sewage diséosal system, and including any

replacement, addition. or alteration to a sub-surface disposal field
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where at least a portion of the original sub-surface disposal fieldu
is used.

RESIDENT OWfI’ER OR INTENDED RESIDEET Oﬁ*TI#ER. A per;on who
constructs not more than one residence in any one yeaf'for his own-
occupancy.

' SECTION 2. Eﬁforcement: ‘The 5irectorvof Public Health
shall enforce this ordinance;_he may adopt rules and regulations
consistent with this ordinance,‘and he may enter any Euilding or
premises at any reasonable time to perf;rm any of the duties imposed
on him by this oxdinance.

SECTION. Retroactivity: This ordinance shall not apély_to
any work on a sewage disposal 5ystem for which a permit_had'been
issued by the Dixector‘of.Public Health; and which peﬁmit'was valid
and existing at the time of adoption of this ordinance; but any such
work shall be subjéét to applicable resolutions existing.at the time
such permit was issued.

. SECTION 4; Designers Certificate:

1. It is unlawful to engagé in ﬁﬁsiness 2s 2 Sewage Dis-
posal System Designer without a currently valid Sewaée Disposal
System Designers Certificate of Competency, as pfo&idedvforfithhis'
ordinance, or a currehtly‘valid Sfate of Washington Saniiaryvor |
Civil Engineers license.

2. The fee for a Sewage Disposal System Desigﬁer's,Certif-
icate of Competency shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) per year."b

3. The fee for the Sewage Diéposél System Designer's
examination. shall be twenty-five ($25,00) payablé in adYance'ahd not
refundable. Separate, special examinations shall be giveg to those

licensed designers deéiring'to'design dosing systems or plats. The
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fees for these examinations shall be ten aollare($10.00) each pay;'
ablé in advance and not refundable.

é;r The Director of Public Pealeh may suspend oY revorxe any
Sewage Disposal System Designer's Certificate of Competency if,
after a.hearing. he shalllfind incompetency, negligence, misrepre-
sentation, or failure to comply with this ordinance or the rulesvand
regulations of the Director of Public Health adopted pursuant to.
this ordinance.

S: 1Sew'ageD"isposal’System'Design'er's Certificates of
Coﬁgetehcyfshall expire December 31lst of each yeer.
SECTION 5. Ineﬁeller's Certificate:
1. :ii'is‘ﬁnieﬁﬁﬁl to engage in business as a Sewage Dis-
bbeelfS&Sﬁem:fﬁstaller;wifhedt a currently va1id Sewage Disposal
byeﬁem*ihstelief‘s'cerﬁifieate of Competency. L
: 2. The fee for a ée&age Disposal System Installer's
iCéiéifiEA£e'5f ébhpetency:sheii be ohe;hundred aOIiars(le0.00)

per year,

‘3. ‘Prlor to the 1ssuance of a commerc1a1 lnstaller s
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Eeéproved’as to'form by”the Klng'County Prosecut;ng Ateprney~1n_the
:Q&ﬁ'éffdneifhéuééﬁ&‘adiIAEé?(515000,00) running to Xing County,

Washlngton, executed by a surety conpany authorlzed to do bu51ness
in the State of Washlngton. The bond shall be conditioned that the
hoIder of “the Certlelcate of- Comoetency and his_ agents in performlng
work governed Ey the ofdlnance shall ex iercise al reaSonable care

and skill and shall fully comply w1tn all prov131ons of this ordi-

'néﬁCé”pertalnlng“tO‘sewage dlSposalg' ' - R

4. Applieation for a Sewage Disposal System Installer's

(3)‘» )
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revoked, shall not be removéd until such work has been finally

Certificate of Compebenéy shall be made td the birectér of Public
Health, who may examiné fhe applicént; aﬁd nay deny the application
if in his judgementAthe applicant is notléﬁalified td ihstall séw~‘
age systems. |

5. The Directér of Public Health may sﬁspend or revoke
any Sewage Disposal SYstgm Installer's Certificate of Competency if;
after a hearing. he shail find incompetency, negligence, nisrepre-
sentation, or failure £o comply with this Crdihance or £he‘rules:
and regﬁlations of the director of Public‘ﬂealth adoptéd puréuant
to this ordinance.

6. Sewage Disposal System Iﬁétaile;'siéertificates of
Competency shall expire‘December 31st of each year. |

Section 6. Permits:

1. It is ﬁnlawful to construct; install, repair or alter
a sewage disposal system'ﬁithout a sewage dispdéal system permit;
Such permit shall be posted on the building or éremises_Where the
work permitted is being done, befqre the work is_begun,'and unless
approved by the Director of Publie Health.

2. Thé fée for a séwage disposal system perhit shall be
fifteen dollars ($15.00) for such system serving-a single family
residence, or twenty¥five dollars ($25.00) fgr ény otﬁe: such system

3. Application for a sewage disposal system permit sﬁall
be made to the Directof of Public Health, who may deny the applica-
tion if in his judgement thé physical £eatures'of p:operty on which
it is proposed to locate the sewage’disposal system, or the design
of the'propOsed sewage’disposal.system, are nét adeéuate for safe

operation of such systen.

(4)
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4, Application for a sewage‘disposal system permit shall
be supported by_the following:

(2) A coméletely dimensioned plot plan, drawn tq-scale,
showing direction of surface drainage, approximate
slope, and other topographical features relevant to
‘the design and,installatién of an adeguate and
efficient sewage disposal system.

(b) Construction plans and specifications.’

(c)v A iog 6f soil formation énd ground water level as
vdefer@ined by test hoies in the proposed disposal
field.

(d) - A statemeﬁt_of absorption characteristics of the soil
as determined by percolatién tests made.in the pro-
posed disposal field.

(e) Such other information as the Director of Public
Heaith“may réquire.

Provided, howevef, that Paragraph 4, Items (a), (b), (c),
and (d), are not appiiCabié.Qheh application is made for a sewage
disposal permit f§r repair$.£o4an.existing system.

5. Sewage disposél system permits shall expire one year
from date Qf issue.

SECTION 7. theré.Required: Every plumbing fixtﬁre and
every saﬁitary drainage syétem not connécted to a public sewer, or
not reguired by law'té be connected tq a public sewer, shall be
connected to a private seﬁgge disposai system.
| SECTION 8. Locatioh: Sewage Disposai Systems shall be
located.on the Saﬁe lot as the buildings they are designed to ser&e,*

or, 1f an easement therefor is obtained and recorded, on other

(5)
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other property if approved by the Director of Public Health,.

SECTION 9. Design:

1. Sewagé disposal systems shall be designed by a
Sewage Disposal System Designer, certificated as pfovidgd.in this
ordinance, or by a Sanitary or Civil Engineer licenséd by the
State of Washington, except thaﬁ a residéht'owner,vor intended
resident owner may personally design a system for his own single
family residence, provided he degigns nét more than one system iﬁ
any one calendarryear. Thé fee for élan review of the design shall
be $10.00. -

2. Design of sewage'dispésal systems shall be suCﬁ asvto
accomodate all sewage;ffom the buildings and premises to bé sérved,

and in accordance with this ordinance and the rules and regulations

A%}

W

of the Director of Public Health adopted pursuant to this ordinanc:
The type df.syééeg ghaii.b; deté:mined,by location, soil porosity,
ground water»level and othéf relevant conditiéns. |

SECTION 10. éonstruction Installation or Repair:

1. Sewage disposéi_systems shalllbévconstrucﬁéd, installed
or repaired only by a Sewage Dispgsai System Installer, cértifi—
cated as provided in this Qrdinance, except thaﬁ, é‘resident owner
or intended resident owne:.may personally ¢6nstruct,'install or -
repair a system for-his.own single family residence, provided he
constructs not more than oﬁe system in any one calendar yea:..'“

2. Construction, installation or repair of seWage dispdsal
systems shall be such as to accommodate all ééwage from the build-
ings and premises to be se?&éd, and in accordancé with this'ordi-
nance and the rules and regulations of the Directo:_of_?ﬁblic.
Health adopted pursuant to this ordinance. No downspout:or foot-

ing drain shall be directly:or indirectly connected to a sewage

(6)
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disposal system, and sewage disposal systems shall be so construc-

ted and installed that surface water or ground water will not

‘interfere with the operation of such system.

SECTION 1I. Inspection:

1. Any work done on a sewage disposal system, and - any
material used, may 5e inspected by th;Director of Public Health |
at any reasonable time, and if he shall f£ind that any work done,
or material used, is not in accordance wiﬁh this ordinance.or~
with the rules and regulations of thé Director of Public Health
adopted bursuant to fhis ordinance he may'revoke'the permit for
the Qork, or he may notify ﬁhe owner or installer to make such
changes in the work as he,sﬁall specify, and if such.changes'afe
nof made within a reasonabié time, the Director of Public Health
shall then revoke the permit and it shall be unlawful to use Sugh
sewage diéposal éystem.

2. When the work of constructing or installing a sewage

-+tdisposal system'has béen_otherwise completed, it shall be left

gpenngpd.qugnged,“égd_tﬁe qwher_shal1vbe'notified and he shall
cause an inSpecﬁion of sucﬁ:wdrk-gnd su¢h system to be made by‘a;_
designer. When the work of.repairing a sewage disposal system
has been completed under a_waiver of design as proviaed for in
Section 6.4, it shall'be;left open_and‘uncovered and the owner
shall be notified and he sﬁgll cgli for an.iﬁspection of such
work and such system ﬁo be made by the Director of Public Health.
3. If upon inspection by hiﬁ fgllowing WOrk_on a sewage |
disposal~system,'a desigperﬂshall find'that su;h wo;k dr éystem
is nqt'in accordanée with this ordipance; he shall so notify the
owner who shall causelsuch chénges in.the work as are specified

-
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by the designer, and shall then again notify a designer that such
workx 1is ready for inspection.

4. When upon inspection by him following work on a
sewage disposal system, a designer shall find that suéh work and
system are in accordance with this ordinance, ﬁé shall so certify
to thé Director of Public Health, and.shall submit to the Director
of Public Health with such certification; a detailed "as built"
drawing of such systen.

SECTION 12, Approval:

1. Within a reascnable time after receipt of certifica-
tion by a designer tha# work done on a private sewage disposal
system, and such systém, is in accordance with this ordinance, the
Director of Public Health shall approve.oi disapprove thereof.

2. If the Diréctor of Publi; Héalth shall disapprove éuch
work or system, he shall so notify the owner, stating his reasons
for such disapproval, aﬁd it shall then be uniawful to use éuch
system. | - |

3. If the Director of Public Health shall finally approve
such work and such systém,’he shal; so nqtify‘the owher, and then
such work shall be covéfed, andvsuch'3ystem may be used.'v

SECTION 13. Maintenance:v Sewage dispoS;l systems shall
be maintained in accordance with this ordinance and the rules and
regulations of the Directof of Public Health adopted pursuant-tov
this ordinance, and no'sewage dispoéal system.shall be used which
directly or indireétly-discharges upén the surface of the ground
or into any waters within the County unless the contents of such |
systgm have been subjected to approved purification and bactéri-

cidal treatment.

(8)
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SECTION 14. Penalty: Anyone violating or failing to
comply with this ordinance, or any lawful rule of the Director
of Public Health pursuant thereto; upon conviction thereof, shall
be punished by a fine of not more than two-hundred-fifty eoilars,
($250.00), or by imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days,
or by both such fine_and imprisonment,.and each day that anyone
shall continue to vielate or fail to comply with this ordinance
shall be a separate offense.

SECTION 15. Severability' Should any part of this ordin-
ance be declared unconstitutional or 1nva11d for any reason, such’
declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder.

SECTION 16. Effective Date: This ordinance shall be in
full force apd effect on and after same day.

' NEW SECTION SECTION 17.

RESOLUTION NO. 25320

1. There is hereby established a Board of Review. Said

board shall consist of three (3) members: The‘Director

of -Public Health, or his representative; the King

County Engineer, or his representative; and a sanitary

or civil engineer appointed by the King Counfy“

Executive as,provided,by law. 1In addition, one sanitary

or civil engineer shall be appointed'by the King County

Executive to provide an alternate in case of absence

of the regular engineer member or When'in'the judgement

of the Board, a conflict of interest exists ..Said

app01nted englneer ‘and alternate shall serve at the

pleasure of said. Executlve for a term not to exceed

two (2) years; subject to reapp01ntment

(9
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The Board of Review shall select one (1) member as

chairman who shall serve for a term of one (1) vear;

subject to re-election. Said chairman shall conduct

the meetings and do all things necessary. so that a

determinaticn of an appeal can be made,

All meetings of the Board shall be open to the public.|

Meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman and

at such other times as a majority of the Board may

determine. In any event meetings shall be held with

sufficient frequency that no more than thirty (30)

days shall elapse from the time an appeal is received

. until a decision has been returned to the Director of’

_agent or attornev.

Public Health; Provided that if a continuance is

granted at the request of the appellant the Board

shall return its decision within a reasonable time

following the ending of the hearing. Notice of the

meeting shall be given to the appéllant not less than 

three (3) days prior to the hearing date. At the

hearing parties of interest may appear in person or by

The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings show-

ing the vote of sach member upon every guestion ?

decided by it, or if any member is absent or fails %o

vote, indicating such . fact. tatement of the facts

found by the Board shall also be included in the

minutes of each case heard or considered by it. The

Board may reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, or

may modify the order, requirement, decision or deter-

mination being appealed as in its opinion ought in

(10)
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shall also appear in the mIHULﬁS. 211 decisions shall

be by a majority vote of the members present and said

decisions of the Board shall be binding urcn the

Director of Public Health.

The Boaxrd shall adopt its own rules of procedure; a

copy of which shall be filed with the Clerk of the

Council.

~ An appeal from the requirements of the rules and

requlations may be granted where there are unusual

circumstances or conditions where the apolication of

the requirements would cause undue and unnecessary

. hardship.® No appeal shzll be granted which would in

any way tend to jeopardize the public health and

with or prejedice the rights of others to the com-

safety and welfare or in any way tend to interfere

fortable enjovment of life or prooerty.

_Any person, persons firm, partnershlo or'cofnoratiOn'

: aggrleved by the apnllcatlon of the rules and regula—

+tions promuTgated by the Dlrector of Publlc Healtn o

;pursuantvto_this Resolution or to a ruling thereunder

to land in which he has an interest may take an

appeal to the Board of Review. Such appeal shall be

_taken within such time as shall be prescribed by the

said Board by general rules adooted by it. The appeal

shall be made on forms prescribed and provided by the

Director of Public Health and filed with the Director

of Public Health who shall accept the same ﬁpon-the.

payment of avtwenty—five-dollar.($25.00) fee. ,Sﬁch

| (11)
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ATTEST:

exhibits as may be pertinent and reasonably necessarv

may be submitted with the appeal form. The Director

of Public Health shall forthwith +transmit to the

. of Review all documents and exhibits necessary for a

hearing on the appeal.

NEW'SECTION SECTION 18.

"The Klng County COunc11 finds as a fact and declares that
an emergency ex1sts and that this ordinance 1s necessary for the
immediate preservation'of public peace, health or safety‘or for
the support of Couﬁty.Goverhment and it's existing public insti-
tutions. | | : |

. PASSED by the CounC1l at a regular meetlng thereof on
the é; — " day of :2772/QC/Z2 , 19 252 .

" KING COUNTY COUNCIL -
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

A

Cl£€rk of the Counc _

APPROVED this Zﬁé day of W , 19 75‘ .

'King %3§ﬁfy Execgfftive

- (12)




